WITHERNSEA HIGH SCHOOL 

(Specialising in Humanities and Technology)

ANTI-BULLYING POLICY

POLICY STATEMENT:  EVERYBODY HAS A RIGHT TO FEEL SAFE IN THE WITHERNSEA HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Our aim is to ensure the happiness and safety of all members of the school community. Bullying can make someone's life a misery ~ can make someone unwilling to go to school. It can interfere with learning. It can mark someone for life. Bullying can be emotional as well as physical and psychological bullying can be both verbal and non-verbal. Bullying behaviour is intentionally harmful.

BULLYING:
-

(
Affects everyone, not just the bullies and the victims

(
Affects those other children who watch, and less aggressive pupils can be drawn in by group pressure

(
Is not an inevitable part of school life or a necessary part of growing up

(
Rarely sorts itself out

(
Should not be accepted by any one person or group, staff or pupil.
WITHERNSEA HIGH SCHOOL BELIEVES THAT: -

(
Its students have the right to learn in a supportive, caring and safe environment without the fear of being bullied.

(
The school is well disciplined and organised to minimise the occurrence of bullying.

(
It is made clear that bullying is a form of anti-social behaviour.

(
Both pupils and parents/guardians should expect bullying complaints to be dealt with firmly, fairly and promptly.  
WHAT IS BULLYING?

A definition of bullying (DfES)

It is deliberately hurtful behaviour

It is repeated, often over a period of time

It is difficult for those being bullied to defend themselves.

Bullying can take many forms but the three main types are:

Physical 
- hitting, kicking, taking belongings

Verbal

- name-calling, insulting, racist remarks

Indirect
- spreading nasty stories about someone, excluding someone from



  social groups.                

“However, if two pupils of equal age, power or strength have an occasional fight or quarrel, this is NOT bullying.” (The Sheffield Project).
WAYS OF PREVENTING BULLYING

CREATING A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT

Victims of bullying may end up feeling powerless and vulnerable. Self-esteem can be badly damaged and self-confidence needs to be re-established.

· Withernsea High School always responds to reports of bullying and all such incidents will be taken seriously

· Ways of reporting bullying will be clearly established for students, staff and parents

· Parents will be assured that their concerns for their child [ren] are taken seriously

· Investigations into incidents of bullying will be thorough and will involve both the bully and the victim

· Bullying will not be stopped unless the behaviour of bullies is changed. Efforts will be taken to find out why a student has been bullied; support will then be offered to the victim to prevent the problem re-occurring

· The bully will be helped to recognise their anti-social behaviour and offered support to change that behaviour

· The school will investigate ways of improving self-esteem, such as assertiveness training, as a way of supporting victims of bullying and other vulnerable groups.

OUR RESPONSIBILITIES

EVERYONE INVOLVED SHOULD ENSURE THAT:

· we deal quickly, firmly and fairly with any complaints, involving parents when necessary

· we use any opportunity to discuss aspects of bullying and the appropriate way to behave towards each other e.g. the PHSCE curriculum

· we review the school policy on bullying and measure the degree of its success by monitoring and seeking student opinions

· we will continue to have a firm but fair discipline structure, which is based on mutual respect. The school rules will be few, simple, easy to understand and consistently applied.

· we teach using non-discriminatory materials and equipment

· everybody is encouraged to form positive attitudes to each other

· everybody is encouraged to treat others with respect

· bullying is treated as a serious offence and every possible action is taken to eliminate it from Withernsea High School.

REFERRAL PROCEDURES FOR INCIDENTS OF BULLYING

(
School staff will deal with all cases of bullying. They will report all incidents in writing to the appropriate Year Tutor with a copy to the Assistant Headteacher. These reports will be reviewed at Pastoral Team Meetings.
(
In all cases of bullying, students responsible will be interviewed by their Year Tutor or another member of staff.
(

When appropriate, parents will be contacted and the following actions could be 

taken:

Detentions

Seclusion
Exclusions

Involvement with outside agencies such as the Police, Educational Psychology and Behaviour Support Team (EPBST)
Withdrawal of privileges, including travelling on school buses, representing school teams, school trips etc.
If a pattern of serious bullying begins to emerge, further serious action will be taken.
Staff, parents and students will be informed of the outcomes of this process.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN WHEN BULLYING IS SUSPECTED

If bullying is suspected we talk to the suspected victim, the suspected bully and any witnesses. If any degree of bullying is identified, the following action will be taken: -

· Help and support will be given as is appropriate to both the victims and the bullies

We support the victims in the following ways:

· Offering them an immediate opportunity to talk about the experience with their tutor, or another adult if they choose.

· Informing their parents / guardians if appropriate.

· Offering continuing support if they feel they need it.

· Taking disciplinary steps to prevent more bullying.

DISCIPLINARY STEPS TO PREVENT MORE BULLYING
1.
Warned officially to stop bullying.

2.
Bullies’ parents will be informed.

3.
Bullies may find themselves supervised at all times during the school day.

4.
There may have to be arrangements made for parents to bring bullies to and escort them from the school premises.

5.
Continued bullying will result in exclusion from school.

6.
In severe cases it may be necessary for the school to involve outside agencies such as Social Services, Educational Psychologist, Police.

7.
Refusal to stop bullying may result in the bully being permanently excluded from Withernsea High School.
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