Withernsea High School

Specialising in Humanities and Technology

The aims of Religious Education at Withernsea High School

Mission Statement

RE should have value and relevance to all students at Withernsea High School, whatever their academic ability, gender, ethnic origin or age.  It should develop skills and knowledge that can be used both in their role as a citizen and as a member of the workforce.

Aims and Values

The Religious Education curriculum acknowledges and promotes the aims and values laid out in the School Improvement Plan.  In particular RE aims to contribute by:

· Allowing students to explore and evaluate their own beliefs and values.

· Developing each student’s understanding of the beliefs and cultures of the main religions.

· Fostering a culture of understanding and tolerance.

· Building an environment where discussion, reflection and respect are the norm.

The RE Curriculum at Withernsea High School

Sources for the RE Curriculum:

The RE curriculum draws upon a range of sources in order to meet statutory requirements, and at the same time construct a curriculum that is both relevant to, and motivating for, the students of Withernsea High School.

These sources include:

· The LEA agreed syllabus (revised Summer 2005)

· QCA non-statutory guidance on Assessment and Schemes of Work

· The DfES National Strategy

· The WJEC GCSE short course in RE

Meeting Statutory Requirements at Key Stage 3:

Students follow a course that can be mapped against the LEA agreed syllabus.  Religious Education makes up 4% of the KS3 timetable.

Meeting Statutory Requirements at Key Stage 4:

All students in Key Stage 4 follow the WJEC GCSE Short Course.  This meets the requirements of the various Education Acts and the LEA agreed Syllabus.  Religious Education makes up 4% of the KS4 timetable.

Post 16 Religious Education:

Timetable and staffing constraints prevent the discrete provision of Religious Education on Post-16 timetable.  This issue is reviewed on a periodic basis by the Head of RE, Curriculum Deputy and Head of Sixth Form.

In order to meet the statutory requirement to deliver Religious Education to all students in Post-16 education the school provides a number of curriculum opportunities for students beyond Year 11:

· Students have two general studies days, one in Y12 and one in Y13.  These days focus on religious, moral and ethical questions of the type laid out in the LEA Agreed Syllabus.

· Guest Speakers are invited to speak to year 12 and 13 on issues of a moral and spiritual nature.

· Extra curricular activities provide students with an opportunity to reflect on issues relating to RE.  Over the past few years students have visited Morocco where they saw other faiths in action and in 2003 students visited Holocaust sites in Poland.

· Students are also exposed to the issues listed in the Agreed Syllabus as part of their day-to-day teaching.  For example:

· History:  The work of Martin Luther King

· Art:  Religious images and art

· English Language and Literature:  Religious imagery and language in novels

· Biology:  The ethical debate surrounding genetic engineering

· PE:  Moral questions in sport

Withdrawal from Religious Education Lessons:

Religious Education at Withernsea High School is non-denominational and multi-faith in its approach.  Students are encouraged to develop their own views and beliefs.  No student will therefore be discriminated against because of his or her view of religious, moral and ethical issues.  However, parents and carers do have a statutory right to withdraw their children from Religious Education lessons.  Formal requests should be made in writing to the Headteacher.
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