Literacy Policy

Our aim is to raise achievement of all pupils by seeking to develop their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.

We intend to:

· raise the profile of literacy within the school;
· raise standards of literacy;
· make literacy teaching an explicit part of every curriculum area;
· ensure that good practice will be recognised and shared throughout the school
· monitor our effectiveness through quantitative and qualitative data.
The cross curricular objectives are taken from KS3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English.

Learning from text

· Developing research and study skills
· Reading for meaning
· Understanding of texts work
Learning through writing

· Using writing as a tool for thought
· Structuring and organising writing
· Developing clear and appropriate expression
Learning through talk

· Using talk to clarify and present ideas
· Active listening to understand
· Talking and thinking together
To support the above in all subject areas, the school will:
· create a positive and attractive environment which celebrates reading, writing, speaking and listening;

· ensure use of the MMC is an integral part of pupils’ learning;

· provide role models in the form of older pupils and staff;

· ensure there are planned activities in the curriculum to allow pupils to learn and practice literacy skills;

· raise parents’ awareness of the importance of literacy in their children’s development

· to ensure that a range of reading materials is available at appropriate levels of interest and difficulty and balanced in its representation of culture and gender;

· encourage the use of dictionaries, thesauruses and ICT programmes to support individual learning;

· ensure subject areas are teaching the literacy elements central to their curriculum delivery – as identified in the National Curriculum;

· provide INSET on teaching literacy

Each subject area and every individual teacher will contribute to the raising of standards within their curriculum area by:

· providing planned opportunities for pupils to practise the literacy skills relevant to their department;

· identifying subject specific reading and writing demands

· identifying appropriate subject specific vocabulary;

· providing materials to enhance and support individual research;

· providing structures to support writing;

· develop strategies to enhance technical accuracy of pupils’ work;

· improving the quality and usefulness of displays;

· enhancing and developing the use of the MMC;

· applying the written and oral feedback policy;

· enhancing the use of ICT.

We will monitor our progress by:

· Within the normal cycle of monitoring and evaluation there will be sampling students’ work in different subject areas once per term;
· writing a progress report to SLG Link on features of writing and spelling found in the sample monitor;

· monitoring classrooms to identify whether they are becoming ‘literacy-friendly’.  Feedback will be given to SLG Link;
· talking to students through student voice about teaching techniques which help them with their reading and writing skills, reporting their comments to staff;
· Sampling lesson plans and classroom observations.

Success Criteria

Students will:
· write and speak more confidently and with greater accuracy;
· know, understand and apply models to structure their own writing;

· have a better knowledge of how language can be used effectively for a range of purposes;

· achieve targets for external examinations from Withernsea High School Action Plan.
Literate Pupils at Withernsea High School

At Withernsea High School, we believe that literate pupils will ultimately emerge as confident and articulate communicators, fully prepared to enter the adult world, whether to continue their academic studies or to enter the world of work.
Literate pupils at Withernsea High School should:

· read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding
· use their skill in speaking and listening to explore, articulate and extend their understanding of texts

· be able to orchestrate a full range of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, contextual) to monitor their reading and correct their own mistakes

· understand the sound and spelling system and use this to read and spell accurately

· have an interest in words, their usage and meanings and an extensive vocabulary used appropriately for different purposes

· know, understand and be able to write in a range of fiction and poetry genre, and be familiar with ways in which those genres are constructed

· understand the conventions of different non-fiction text types and be able to use these conventions confidently as readers and writers

· plan, draft, revise and edit their own writing from notes to a finished form; understand the publishing process and be able to use a variety of means including ICT to produce texts for different audiences

· read and write with enjoyment and discrimination

· through reading and writing develop their powers of imagination, critical awareness and thinking

· be able to research independently and make notes from a variety of sources, including Internet

· know how to use the Library resourcefully and purposefully

· use appropriate reading strategies to extract particular information, e.g. highlighting, scanning

· use talk to question, hypothesize, speculate, evaluate, solve problems and develop thinking about complex issues and ideas

· be able to write cohesively in an increasingly sophisticated style, using varied punctuation, sentence structures, paragraphs and technical devices

· adapt their writing to suit audience and purpose
